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ASSESSMENT POLICY

Brillantmont International School uses assessment to promote a supportive environment for high quality
teaching and learning. Assessment information is used to provide appropriate individual support so each
student can achieve their full academic potential. Assessment techniques are employed to measure student
proficiency level in an internationally recognized program. Students are expected to take responsibility for
their learning, using assessment information to self-review and set targets for improvement. Brillantmont's
Assessment Policy is integrated into the delivery of our curriculum and reflects the internationally recognized
standards for accreditation.

This policy reflects the consensus of opinion of the School’s Direction and has the approval of the Board of
Administration. The implementation of the policy is the responsibility of all members of staff.

Expectations of the School Administration

The school should:

1 Provide adequate time for department / subject meetings to

1 Ensure that all teachers understand and adhere to the school’s assessment policy

1 Analyze student assessment results

9 Ensure that student performance is used to initiate refinements to, or changes in, the curriculum and its
delivery

1 Review and revise the curriculum

1 Produce internal examination and external examination (PSAT, SAT, IGCSE, AS, AL, ALTE, AP) timetables
with enough notice for students and teachers to formulate a revision programme.

Expectations of the teacher at BM

Within the departments / subject areas, teachers should:
1 Adhere to the school assessment policy
Accurately record assessment information in accordance to the school assessment policy
Use a variety of assessment tools
Analyze student assessment results
Use student performance to initiate refinements to, or changes in, the curriculum and its delivery
Support students in establishing clear learning targets.
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Expectations of the student at BM

For all subject areas, students should:
1 Have aclear idea of the knowledge (what they should know and understand) and skills (what they should
be able to do) that are being assessed
1 Aim for outstanding or excellent in their attitude to learning
1 Ensure their school agenda is used according to the school assessment policy
9 Establish clear learning targets.

Parents should:
1 Support the school’s assessment policy
1 Support student adherence to set deadlines for work
1 Support student organisation and learning through signing the student agenda on a weekly basis
1 Respect the school calendar.



Managing Assessment

Brillantmont International School’s proactive approach to ensuring student needs are supported through
regular teacher collaboration. Subject Coordinators will chair regular meetings to discuss processes used in
formative and summative assessment. Departmental meetings after reports have been written are used to
discuss student learning and assessment information. Subject Coordinators meet each half term to analyze
the information from the Departmental meetings, this is managed by the Assistant Academic Head. The
Deputy Director leads and oversees the entire assessment process and takes the necessary steps to ensure
the individual students’ needs are being catered for.

Dissemination of information on student performance

Strengthening our partnership with parents relies upon reliable and meaningful reporting. Recording and
formal reporting is processed through the school intranet site which can be accessed by students, parents
and teachers to monitor progress.

Attitude to learning

After 4 teaching weeks a report on the students’ attitude to learning will be published on the intranet site
indicating “Outstanding”; “Excellent”; “Inconsistent” or “Concern”, see annex for an explanation of the
descriptors. PSHE and Sport have their own descriptors.

Written Reports

Written Reports on attainment are published after 10-12 weeks of teaching and learning. The dates can be found
on the school calendar. Publishing written reports during the term is designed to enable immediate learning
conversations to take place with the students, supporting the development of individual academic targets.

Results from summative assessments such as end of unit tests or mid-term examinations will be reported
online at the same time as the written report. A minimum of two summative assessment grades will be used to
produce a clear indication of the students’ current attainment. Grades will be supported by written teacher
comments and an overview of the attitude to learning.

Although there are structured opportunities for parents to meet with teachers or the Direction, Brillantmont
operates an open door policy in that teachers and the Direction are always available to meet with parents at a
mutually convenient time throughout the year to discuss student progress.

Parents can access their child(ren)’'s written report by logging onto the school’s intranet system, using their
personal password. Students can access their written report by logging onto the school’s intranet system, using
their personal password. The original written report is sent home, by mail. First term report grades are included
in a 12" grade student’s school transcript and sent to the colleges to which they are applying. Letters are sent
to parents when the written report shows that there is reason for concern - risk of failing the term / year /
graduation.

Grading

Grades are reported using a letter indication ranging from A+ to F. Thresholds based on international criteria
and standards are used to generate letter grades. Further clarification is given by an indication of the strength
of the grade through plus and minus signs for example a student may be awarded a grade A+ - D-. AnE
represents the lowest grade needed for a credit to be awarded, failing grades are indicated with an F. Grades
for assignments count equally when considering the overall grade but the mid-year exam will be weighted.

Reporting descriptors on student attitude to learning

Brillantmont expects students to be fully engaged in their learning, to work to the best of their ability. This is
clearly articulated in our “ Student expectations of work guidelines.” Students are expected to strive to develop
the knowledge and skills necessary for achieving internationally recognized qualifications.

Teachers will provide feedback to students, parents and the Direction in terms of the students’ attitude towards
learning. An “appreciation descriptor” indicating the extent to which the student meets Brillantmont’s
expectations will be reported.

Students are expected to take responsibility for their learning, to show perseverance and the motivation to
become lifelong learners. Brillantmont International School values a mature, diligent and persistent approach
to the challenges of learning. The goal is to reduce complacency promoting ambitious, responsible,
independent, international students capable of flourishing in the demands of the 21st century. A positive



attitude to the learning process empowers students, builds self-awareness and confidence. Through
thorough, consistent monitoring and reporting on student application to learning, Brillantmont can act to
provide support for underachieving students as well as recognize and celebrate the efforts of students who
are excelling in their learning.

Academic Integrity

The essence of academic integrity in Brillantmont is that the work produced by students is their own. Work
should not be copied from the internet, print materials or other students. Personal responsibility and honesty is
expected. Students can benefit greatly from support from peers or adults but they must ensure the majority of
the final product accurately reflects what they know, understand and can do.

Cheating - Test / Exam

Examination Board practice: The sanctions applied to a candidate who has been found cheating in an official
exam range from:

I awarning being issued

1 marks being deducted or no marks being awarded for a component

1 the candidate being disqualified from the subject in which the malpractice took place

1 the candidate being barred from entering CIE examinations for up to 5 years
Cheating is a serious offence and will be considered a Level 3 concern in accordance with our support and
sanctions policy to be dealt with by the Deputy Director.

Plagiarism

Support is provided through Brillantmont library workshops on the importance of referencing to avoid
plagiarism. Plagiarism is defined as the failure to acknowledge sources properly and/or the submission of
another person’s work as if it were the candidates own, this is considered as cheating, a serious offence.

Defining Formative Assessment: Assessment FOR Learning in Brillantmont

Assessment for learning takes place during the learning process, it is not testing or grading. Assessment for
learning is a process whereby varied strategies are employed to provide meaningful information. The elicited
information is evidence of what the students know, understand and can do, it is diagnostic in nature, testing the
effectiveness of the learning that has occurred thereby providing direction for improvement. Achievement in
assessment for learning tasks will not be graded or reported on because it takes place during the learning
process. Effective learning requires a supportive, safe environment, the ability for trial and error to be employed
without fear or penalty. Assessment for learning is part of the learning process providing students and teachers
with information that may be used to vary instruction from the teacher or the learning strategies of the student.

Brillantmont aims to nurture a supportive environment empowering students to achieve their full academic
potential through a working partnership with teachers. Assessment for learning is integral to this process. The
focus is on feedback, oral and descriptive written feedback to inform students of their learning progression.
Learning often requires trial and error, learning through our mistakes, fear of failure and error is a barrier to
learning. Brillantmont wishes to encourage students to be risk takers, to consider failure as a learning
opportunity. Assessment for learning at Brillantmont is desighed to produce questions about learning,
empowering the students to be partners in the learning process with the aim that they become independent
expert learners.

Examples of formative assessment:

Quiz:
1 A formative piece of assessment on a small part of a unit, or through an informal class activity, after the
completion of a particular topic

Lesson reviews:
9 Short verbal or written questions to assess student understanding
1 All material reviewed should have been taught

Investigation:
9 A piece of structured work not necessarily linked to specific course content
1 Problems are often open-ended with students achieving results through investigative work

Formal essay:
1 Extended piece of independent student work



1 Canreflect a student generated title, a teacher-set title, be open or closed in nature and may have
guiding questions

1 As student progress in age, this activity will move from a descriptive to analytical or evaluative and
increasingly have a formal structure dependent upon the subject area

Research project:
1 Involves both teacher guided and / or independent student work done in class and / or as homework
1 Require appropriate referencing of research
1 The product may be in any defined medium : oral presentation, written work, video, computer
presentation or appropriate combinations

Journal writing:
1 A continuous-assessment activity, which can be part of class work or homework
9 Criteria, guiding how student performance will be determined, should be made available prior to the
beginning of the activity

Practical / experimental work:
1 Involves both teacher guided and / or independent work
1 This activity is usually in a lab involving specialist equipment

Performance / PowerPoint presentation:
1 Part of a continuous activity
1 Clear criteria, stating how student performance will be measured, should be available prior to the activity

Group work / class activities:
9 Part of a continuous activity or a part of other assessment tools
1 Individual student performance must be acknowledged as well as the group performance

Short exercises and discussion:
1 Work usually done in class and / or as homework
1 They should be part of larger assessment mode and reinforce taught material and / or develop specific
skills

Assessment of Learning in Brillantmont

Assessment of learning takes place at the end of the learning process, it is testing and grading. The information
from assessment of learning is used for reporting and certification. Assessment of learning will not take place
until the teacher is confident the majority of students will pass with proficiency. To ensure each students’
individual needs are met, individual support systems are put in place if a student is failing. Assessment at
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